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freely; . . . but especially ... it was most friendly entertained
among the ministers of Northamptonshire, as it appeareth in
record by some of their own depositions, i6th of May, 1590, in
these words following. About two years and a half since, the
whole shire was divided into three Classes. I. The Classis of
Northamptonshire ... II. The Classis of Daventry side . . .
III. The Classis of Kettering side . . . This device (saith Master
Johnson) is commonly received in most parts of England, .,.
but especially in Warwickshire, Suffolk, Norfolk, Essex, &c.

[Cap. VI.] The next year after, viz. 1588, the said Warwick-
shire classes, &c. assembling themselves together in council (as it
seemeth, at Coventry), . . . there was ... a great approbation
obtained of the aforesaid Book of Discipline . . . This book,
having thus at the last received this great allowance more
authentically, was carried far and near, for a general ratification
of all the brethren . . .

[Cap. XIIL] . . . * Mutual conference is to be practised in the
Church by common assemblies . . . Such as are to meet in the
assemblies, let them be chosen by the suffrages of those churches
or assemblies that have interest or to do in it, and out of these
let such only be chosen as have exercised the public office in
that church either of a minister or of an elder . . .

It shall be lawful for other elders and ministers, yea, and for
deacons and students in divinity, by the appointment of the
assembly ... to be both present, and to be asked their
judgments . .. Yet let none be counted to have a voice, but
those only that were chosen by the Church . . .

It is expedient that in every ecclesiastical assembly there be

a president, which may govern the assembly, and that he be

from time to time changed . . . The assemblies according to

their several kinds, if they be greater are of more, if they be

less, the/ are of less authority.   Therefore it is lawful to appeal

from a less assembly to a greater ..,

Assemblies are either Classes or Synods.

Classes are conferences of the fewest ministers of churches,

standing near together, as for example of twelve.    The chosen

men of all the several churches of that assembly are to meet in

1 "Wliat follows is translated by Bancroft from the 'Boole of Discipline.